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North Carolina Sued in U.S. Supreme Court by Alabama, Florida, Tennessee, Virginia, and
Southeast Compact Commission Over Low-Level Radioactive Waste Responsibilities
-- Lawsuit Says N.C. Failed to Meet Obligations --

RALEIGH, N.C. – The United States Supreme court today (October 7) issued an order
The States of Alabama, Florida, Tennessee, and Virginia and the Southeast Compact Commission for
Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management today (June 3) filed a lawsuit in the U.S. Supreme Court to
enforce $90 million in sanctions against the State of North Carolina. The suit accuses North Carolina of
failing to comply with the provisions of North Carolina and the Southeast Compact laws and of not
meeting its obligations as a member of the Compact.
“North Carolina did not live up to its promise to Alabama, Florida, Tennessee, Virginia, and the
other two states in the Compact,” said James Setser, Chairman of the Commission. “The member states
and the Compact Commission have a moral and a legal responsibility to ensure that North Carolina fulfills
its obligations to all of the members of the Southeast Compact and the citizens of our region.”
Today’s filing with the U.S. Supreme Court represents the next step to enforce sanctions imposed
against North Carolina by the Compact Commission in December 1999.
Alabama Attorney General Bill Pryor stated, "North Carolina must be held accountable for its
failure to provide a site for disposal of low-level radioactive waste for the Southeast. Alabama is
committed to live up to its obligations and we expect nothing less from North Carolina."
In July 2000, the Commission, on behalf of its member states, requested the U.S. Supreme Court to
enforce the sanctions against North Carolina. The Commission asked the Court to exercise its powers of
original jurisdiction, which would allow the suit to bypass the lower courts and go directly to the
Supreme Court.
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In June 2001, the U.S. Supreme Court denied the Commission’s motion for leave to file a bill of
complaint, saying only that a state and not solely the Commission acting on behalf of a state or states,
could invoke the Court’s original jurisdiction. The Court did not address the merits of the complaint
against North Carolina. The Court’s ruling left the door open for Alabama, Florida, Tennessee, and
Virginia, as members of the Compact, to file today’s joint complaint with the Compact Commission
The Southeast Compact for Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management is an agreement among
seven states -- Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia -- to
provide for the responsible management of the region'
s low-level radioactive waste (LLRW). The
Compact Commission oversees administration of the Compact.
LLRW is commonly found in industrial and research by-products that have been exposed to
radioactivity. Sources include such items as discarded containers, tools, and uniforms used in the
operation of nuclear power plants, the medical industry, hospitals, and universities. All LLRW can be
safely and responsibly managed and disposed.
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