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Southeast Compact Commission Takes Legal Action
In U.S. Supreme Court against North Carolina
-- Compact Commission Moves to Enforce Sanctions on N.C. for Failure to Meet
Legal Obligations Concerning Low-Level Radioactive Waste --

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Southeast Compact Commission for Low-level Radioactive Waste
Management today (July 10) filed a lawsuit in the U.S. Supreme Court against the State of North
Carolina. The action was taken by the Commission to enforce $90 million in sanctions against North
Carolina for the state’s failure to comply with the provisions of the Southeast Compact law and to fulfill
its obligations as a party state to the Compact.
At a December 9, 1999, meeting, the Commission found that North Carolina had violated the
Compact by:
• failing to license and construct the second regional disposal facility;
• ceasing all activities to obtain a license to build a facility;
• failing to act in good faith; and
• receiving approximately $80 million from the Commission with the full knowledge that in return
the state was expected to develop a facility for the Compact.
At that meeting, the Commission voted to impose sanctions against North Carolina for the recovery
of the $79.9 million in funds provided by the Commission to North Carolina plus interest. The
Commission also voted for the recovery of $10 million for the loss of a source of funds for the
Commission operating budget for 20 years and the Commission’s attorney’s fees incurred after the
sanctions complaint was filed.
The Commission gave North Carolina until the close of business today to comply with the
sanctions. North Carolina did not comply with the sanction, nor did the State request any extension of
the deadline.
Today’s filing with the U.S. Supreme Court represents the first step by the Commission to enforce
the sanctions against the State of North Carolina, as authorized by the Commission on December 9,
1999.
Editor’s Note: A Backgrounder with additional information on the Compact follows.
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